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Ripple Effect Mapping: A "Radiant" Way to Capture Program Impacts 
Debra Hansen Kollock, Lynette Flage, Scott Chazdon, Nathan Paine, & Lorie Higgins 

The first article about Ripple Effect Mapping (REM), which describes it as a promising method for conducting 
impact evaluation during a process that engages program and community stakeholders to retrospectively and 
visually map the "performance story" resulting from a program or complex collaboration. REM employs 
elements of Appreciative Inquiry, mind mapping, and qualitative data analysis. 

https://archives.joe.org/joe/2012october/tt6.php  
 

A Field Guide to Ripple Effects Mapping 
Scott Chazdon, Mary Emery, Debra Hansen, Lorie Higgins, & Rebecca Sero 

This book describes Ripple Effects Mapping in detail and provides a comprehensive overview and in-depth 
examination of the origins, elements, and how-to of the REM process. There are several case studies that might 
be similar to your organization or community. It is available for hard copy purchase or free pdf download. 

https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/190639  
 

WSU Extension Project and Program Evaluation Website: Ripple Effects Mapping 
Rebecca Sero 

Webinars and links for evaluation and additional REM resources. 

https://ppe.cw.wsu.edu/ripple-effects-mapping/  
 

 

 
Debra Hansen, M.Ed. 
Professor, 
Stevens County Extension Director 
~~~ 
Washington State University Extension 
debra.hansen@wsu.edu 
 

Rebecca Sero, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor,  
Evaluation Specialist 
~~~ 
Washington State University Extension 
r.sero@wsu.edu  

 © Washington State University -- 5/15/21 

https://archives.joe.org/joe/2012october/tt6.php
https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/190639
https://ppe.cw.wsu.edu/
https://ppe.cw.wsu.edu/ripple-effects-mapping/
mailto:debra.hansen@wsu.edu
mailto:r.sero@wsu.edu

