INSERT LETTERHEAD
[GUIDANCE] In addition to sending this letter to your legislator(s), you may also consider sending it to the Governor’s office and to the alcohol regulatory authority.
Date
State Representative/Senator NAME
Street Address
City, State Zip code
Dear State Representative/Senator NAME,
My name is [INSERT NAME] with the [ORGANIZATION/COALITION] in [INSERT LOCATION]. we strive to [INSERT MISSION]. In recognition of April as National Alcohol Awareness Month, we wanted to reach out and explain how our work is [SUSTAINED/EXPANDED] through the support of the [Idaho State Liquor Division’s (ISLD) Mini-Grant Program], which seeks to support community groups like ours working to address excessive alcohol consumption and its related harms. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are fortunate to live in a control state where the state sells and distributes alcohol, providing an infrastructure that balances the economic and consumer interests with public health and safety considerations for all [Idahoans]. The [ISLD] is part of 18 jurisdictions in the U.S. that adopted the control model of alcohol regulation, which generates millions for the General Fund and [supports efforts beyond the mini grant program, including public schools, community colleges, treatment services, city and county governments and court services.] [Idaho’s] alcohol regulatory structure and its ability to give back to the state and community are just some of the reasons why health experts recommend keeping this model.
This month, as we raise awareness about alcohol’s harm, we want to recognize the [ISLD] for what it does to support the prevention community. In our local community, right here in [INSERT COUNTY/CITY], we achieved [INSERT SUCCESSFUL OUTCOMES FROM THE GRANT HERE]. Without the [ISLD], we could not have achieved these goals.
      We realize there are times people may wonder why the state is in the business of selling alcohol. We believe, and the science confirms, this model of alcohol regulation is worth protecting and maintaining for many years to come because the #ProofIsInTheNumbers. Control states like [Idaho] have lower drinking rates and fewer alcohol-related harms.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Cook WK, Li L, Greenfield TK, Patterson D, Naimi T, Xuan Z, Karriker-Jaffe KJ. State Alcohol Policies, Binge Drinking Prevalence, Socioeconomic Environments and Alcohol's Harms to Others: A Mediation Analysis. Alcohol Alcohol. 2020 Aug 13:agaa073. doi: 10.1093/alcalc/agaa073. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 32790857.
2 Esser MB, Leung G, Sherk A, et al. Estimated Deaths Attributable to Excessive Alcohol Use Among US Adults Aged 20 to 64 Years, 2015 to 2019. JAMA Netw Open. 2022;5(11):e2239485. doi:10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2022.39485] 

Please consider us a resource as you work on alcohol issues; we are eager to share our prevention and public health perspective on these matters.  
Sincerely,
ADD SIGNATURE
NAME
Title
Agency Listing

