Proclamation: Alcohol Awareness Month
WHEREAS, addiction is a major public health concern, and 
WHEREAS, over 67,000 people die by drug overdose each year in the United States,1 and
WHEREAS, from 2011 to 2020, Washington lost an average of 957 people to drug overdose each year and 15% of those involved alcohol,2 and
WHEREAS, excessive drinking costs Washington $5.8 billion per year,3 and
WHEREAS, 16.6% of adults in Washington report binge drinking in the past 30 days,4 and
WHEREAS, the risk of adverse outcomes, such as overdose death and addiction, increases from combined use of drugs and alcohol, and
WHEREAS, while Washington is among the states with some of the strongest alcohol policy safeguards, it has seen a weakening of its policy safeguards over the last 20 years,5 and
WHEREAS, promoting alcohol policy safeguards, such as limiting where, when, and how alcohol is sold, can contribute to lower excessive drinking rates and limit the role alcohol plays in drug overdose, and
WHEREAS, we resolve as a community to continue to support those struggling with substance use disorders enter and participate in treatment and to support strong alcohol policy safeguards to encourage their recovery,
[bookmark: _GoBack]NOW, THEREFORE, I, (insert Governor’s/official’s name), do hereby recognize the month of April, as ALCOHOL AWARENESS MONTH in our STATE OF WASHINGTON and call this observance to the attention of all our citizens.
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