
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cumbre Puertorriqueña para la Prevención de Uso de Sustancias 2024: Promoviendo las 
Alianzas Comunitarias en Puerto Rico 

 
2024 Puerto Rico Prevention Summit: Promoting the Power of Community Partnerships 

 
Tuesday May 7, 2024: 8:30 - AM – 4:15 PM 

Wednesday May 8, 2024: 9 AM – 3 PM 
 

Hilton Ponce Golf and Casino, Ponce, Puerto Rico 
 

AGENDA 
 

Day 1 – Tuesday May 7, 2024 
 

8:30 – 9:30 am Registration 
 Visit Networking Hall 
 
9:30 – 9:45 am Welcome Address 

Dennis Romero, SAMHSA Regional Director 
 
9:45 – 10:00 am Opening remarks from ASSMCA 

ASSMCA Administrator Carmen Bonet Vazquez 
  
10:00 – 10:15 am Kick Off Ice Breaker 

Estela Besosa (ATTC) 
 
10:15 – 11:00 am Morning Plenary: Advancing Substance Use Prevention to Meet the Current Moment  

CAPT Christopher Jones, Director 
Center for Substance Abuse Prevention  

 
11:00 – 11:15 am Break, Visit Networking Hall 
 
11:15 – 12:15 pm Overview of the Current Behavioral Health Landscape in Puerto Rico 

Moderator: Ibis Carrion (IRESA/UCC) 
 
 11:15 – 11:30 am ASSMCA and the Prevention System 
  Juan Rivera, Deputy Director, Prevention and Mental Health Promotion  
 
 11:30 – 11:45 am DOH Discussion on Opioid Settlement Opportunities 
 Pierina Ortiz Cortés, Assistant Secretary for Planning and Development 
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 11:45 – 12:00 pm Commission on Suicide Prevention - Latest Data and Partnerships 
  Maria Coss, Project Manager  

Puerto Rico Expansion of a Comprehensive Approach to Suicide Prevention 
 Janice Viera, Suicide Prevention Trainer and Coalition Coordinator 
 Puerto Rico Broad-Based Approach to Suicide Prevention in Adults (SAMHSA) 

 
12:00 – 12:15pm Q & A 
 
12:15 – 1:30 pm Lunch and Visit Networking Hall 
 
1:30 – 2:30 pm Networks and Prevention Collaborations in Puerto Rico  
 Moderator: Emely Santiago (ORN) 
 
 1:30 – 1:45 pm National Highway and Traffic Safety Administration – Overview of Initiatives 
 Luis A. Rodríguez-Díaz, Executive Director, Puerto Rico Traffic Safety Commission 
 Liz Y. López, Federal Program and Compliance Officer, Puerto Rico Traffic Safety Commission 
 Francisco Gomez, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Region 2 
 

1:45 – 2:00 pm Overview of Opioid Overdose Data, ASSCMA 
Victor Serrano, Project Director, PR Prevent Prescription Drug/Opioid Overdose-Related Deaths 
and PR-State Opioid Response  

 
 2:00 – 2:15 pm PR National Guard Overview of Community Initiatives 
 SFC Jeanette Calderon, Program Manager for Drug Demand Reduction Outreach Program  
 

2:15 – 2:30 pm Q & A 
 
2:30 – 2:40 pm Break  
 
2:40 – 4:00 pm Prevention Networking Roundtable Discussions 

Moderator: Jose Pietri, Coalición para la Prevención del Abuso de Drogas de Sabana Grande 
(COMPASS) 

 
4:00 – 4:15 pm Reflections of Day 1   
 Andy Peterson and Josue Hidalgo (PTTC) 
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Day 2 – Wednesday May 8, 2024 
 
8:30 – 9:00 am Registration 
 
9:00 – 9:15 am  Welcome, Day 2 Opening Address 
 CDR Karina Aguilar, SAMHSA Assistant Regional Director 
  
9:15 – 10:20 am Morning Plenary –Effective Coalitions: Process, Data, and Evaluation and Q & A 

 Kristen Powell, (PTTC) 
 Cory Morton (PTTC) 
 Andy Peterson (PTTC) 
  
10:20 – 10:30 am Break and Visit Exhibit Hall 
 
10:30 – 11:45 am Training Session – Grant writing 101 
 Wendy G. Matos Negron 
 Moderator: Estela Besosa (ATTC) 
 
11:45 – 1:00 pm Lunch  
 
1:00 – 1:25 pm Technical Assistance Overview 

• Prevention Technology Transfer Center (PTTC) 

• Addictions Technology Transfer Center (ATTC) 

• Mental Health Technology Transfer Center (MHTTC) 

• Hispanic/Latino Behavioral Health Center for Excellence 

• Opioid Response Network (ORN) 
  
1:25 – 2:25 pm Strategic Planning for Next Steps  
 Emely Santiago (ORN) 
  
2:25 – 2:40 pm Group Report Out (10 min) 
 Luz Soto-Cartagena, Coalición de Prevención Moroveña 
 Moderator: Caribel Sanabria Velez (MHTTC) 
 
2:45 – 3:00 pm Reflections of Day 2 
 Dennis Romero, SAMHSA Regional Director 
  
 


